Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. T_g827
Magi No.

DOE yes no

1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic

and/orcommon -Trank Fairbanks House

2. Location

street & number Fairbank Road

____ not for publication

city, town Fairbank ____ vicinity of congressional district F 1 fth
state MD county 1albot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—district ____ public ____ occupied _____agriculture —__ museum
_X_ building(s) _X_ private __X_unoccupied ___commercial ___ park
____ structure ___ both ____work in progress ___ educational _X__ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment ___religious
—__ object ____in process _~ yes: restricted ___ government ____ scientific
—__ being considered ___ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ____ transportation
X not applicable ___no ___ military ___ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name

Bernard and Fannie E. Osterman

street & number 9408 Underwocod St.

telephone no.:

city, town Seabroak state and zip code MD 20801

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber D24

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 458

city, town Easton state MD

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date _ federal ___state ____county ___ local
‘pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. T_g27

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered _*_original site

> good —___ruins _~ altered ____moved date of move
— fair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

P

The Frank Fairbanks house 15 located on the gast side of Fairbank Roa
in the village of Fairbank on Tilghman Island, Talbot Cou ,J. Maryland. "“"1’9
house is removed from the main road and access to the house is by a private
drive from the Fairbank Read. The house faces north and l'ue principal gabls
is oriented on an sast/west azis.

15
Cou

Compileted as it currently appears between 1690- 1300, this five bay,
two-story, frame structure tnay include remnants of an 1877 structure. The
liouse is mountad on a cinderbleck foundation, and the roof 15 covered with
asphall shingles. The extericr is clad is asbestos shingles which cover the
original yellow weatherboards.

The north {main) facade has a central door flanked by & pair of two-
owver-two sash windows. The windows on the eastern bays have wids
surrounds, while the windows on the western bays have narrow surreunds
and are inset at a lower point in the wall. A gable roofed portico shislters the
door. While the supports for this portico are new, the roof and tongue in
groove platiorm are original. The second story has five two-over-two sash
windows. The three western hay windows have narrow surrounds, while
the two eastern bays have wide surrounds. The house has cornerboards and
a bomed cornice.

The east elevation has a ong-story, gable roof addition across the first
floor. There are 3 palr of two-over-two sash windows with wide surrounds
cond floor. An interior brick chimney sits at the east gable end
as shallow cornice returns.

The first-story of the five bay south {rear) elevation has a centra
flanked by two-over-two sash windows. A portico appears to hrsv& bee
place ab-:s"* this door at one time. The second-story has five two-over-two
sash windows.

The two Day west elevation has two-over-two sash windows on the
first and second floors with narrow surrounds. A centrally placed interior
chimney rises above thiz west gable.




8. Significance Survey No. T-827

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric community planning ___ landscape architecture___ religion
___1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____ conservation ____law ____science
1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics ___literature __ sculpture
_1600-1699 _X__ architecture ___ education ____ military ___ social/
— 1700-1799 ____ art _.__engineering ____music humanitarian
_ " 1800-1899 ____ commerce ___ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __theater
1900 ____communications __ industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ____ other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: __A _ B xC _Db
and/or
Applicable Exception: __ A B c b _E _F _ G

Level of Significance: __ national __state Xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Fdward Fairbanks. after whom the village of Fairbanks is named.
urchased sixiv acres of land from James Seth in 1848 At that time the
and was ¢ nsidered the southern point of Hickorv Ridge Farm. The Frank
banks house is said to include part of the original Edward Fairbanks

home. While the 18358 Tatbot County Map shows E Fairbanks as the owner
nf thie property the onlv house indicated cits at the southern up of the
property  The 1877 Dillworth map shows a | Fairbanks home 1n
approximateiv the same location as the Frank Fairbanks house todav
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According 1o Jovce Fairbanks, Antoinette Covington had studied the

house and suggested that the kitchen was the oldest section. She noted that
s the family grew thev added a living room. until finally the house was eplit

in half and a center section was added. The separate halves of the building
are apparent when one examines the windows of the north and south
elevations. The three western bavs of the house have narrow window
currounds which are not even with the two wide surround windows of the
easiern bav.

In the 1930s-1940s. | Frank Farrbanks. a representative to the state
legislature. lived in the house. Although the house 18 unoccupied todav. 1t
remains a neighborhood landmark.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-827

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominatéd property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

U L Ly B[nlLlnllllllljllll

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clo Ll boa ) Lalatlial ol Ll Lo Ll lygl
E|_1|L||ll||[|llll|| F[LllllllllLlllllll
F I N I A BT I T T L I I O O T I T T
Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
namettitte Elizabeth Hughes, architectural historian
organization 121bot County Planning Office date 8790
street & number Talbot County Courthouse telephone 822-2030
city or town Easton state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



T-827

Frank Fairbanks House description continued.

The interior central hall is flanked on the east and west ends by a
single room. The original mantles appear to be in place on the first floor.
The north vard of the house is planted with boxwood.
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Scene at Fairbank, Md
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